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Ivan Mikheevich Kopylov
14. 10. т928 - 29.07.2000

Il,an Mikheerrich kopylov, the first director of
the Special Astrophysical Observatory of Russian
Academy of Sciences passed alмa1, untimeiy at the age
of 72. I.M. Kopylov had managed the Observatory
since the day of its foundation in 1966 untii 1985.

I.М. Kopyiov graduated from Leningrad State
University in 1950 to Ье an аstrопоmеr. During his
wоrk at the Сrimеап Astrophysical Observatory for
16 years hе Ьесаmе а recognized specialist in the area
of studying stars and deveiopment of methods of in-
vestigation of astronomical objects.

In 1966 he was appointed the fiTst director of the
Specia1 Astrophysical ОЬsеrчаtоrу and headed the
work over placing in service the world's first large tele-
scope with the б m mirrоr on an alt-azimuth mount-
ing. Since 1988 until his death he had worked at the
Маiп Astronomical Observatory.

Ail research activity of I.\4. Kopylov was actu-
ally сопсеrпеd with observations at large optical tele-
scopes, development and mastering of spectral facili

ties, Не rnade ап ассurаtе qua,irtitatir.e trl о-
diпrerrsional spectral classificatioll of lrot stars, саr-
ried out а detailed investigation of the fiпе struсturе
of the diagram "spectruпr - , absolute rnagnitude".
compiled а catalogue of rоtаtiопаl velocities of stars
(t}rc rotation for tlre groups of peculiar stars as ,lvell

as inside indir.idual stellar clusters ц,аs studied), de-
termirred ph1,,sical c:haracteristics of hot supergia,nts,
fulfiIled rnass spectrosco1.1ic irivestigatioris of c}rerni
ca1l1. ресuliаг stars and поrmаl stаrs iп open clusteгs,
exatniried а nunrtler of optical corrrponerrts of Х-rау
sollrces, studied sресtrа1 rnatrifestations of relativistic
jets of SS 433.

'Ihе establishrnent of the Special дstrорh}.siсаI
ОЬsеrr.аtог), ъ,аs certainly the пrаiп deed of I.N"I.

Ktlil,,r|91.. Не did t}ris llrlгk rуitlr а serrse of }righ rе-
sponsibility atrcl civil drrt1.. Tlrtэ t,elescopes operatirrg
rrclм.., the drvellirrgs еrгес:tсс1 оп tlre barrlrs of the riчеr
Big Zelc:nc}luk аге tlre п,itncsses atrd mопuпiепts of
1ris selfless larbour.

L,rrtler his leac_Lers}rip tlre соmшuпitч of the ОЬ-
sс]r\rаtоr\, соuld рrоr,iсiс cxamination, mastering arid

регfЬгпrtl,rrс:е of tlre rvoгld's largest telescope. Under
}ris guiclance tlre tc:lescope 1vas ecltripped ц,ith t}re

ргеsепt-сlау, iight dctectors. Не iriitiated tlre investiga-
tiorr of, staтs ir,rr<1 galaxies ir-t, thе ОЬsеrчаttlr1.. Не rva-c

tire сliгес:tоr, of SAO fоr 19 уеirгs. and up to the рrеsепt
titrre оuг Оьsеrrrаtоrу, has iil,ed and rvorkeri irr accor,-

сlirrtce .,r,itlt tlre rulеs elatloratccl }l1, Iуan \,{ikheer.ich
Iiopr-ltlr.. Fclr tire ц,оrk {ln (]I,cation trrrc1 putting into
сlрегаtiоп of tlro б rrr telesсope (ВТА) lre rvas aц,arded
ап Оrсlеr оГ thе R,еr1 Ваrrllег tlf Labour. Beeing orr tlie
staff ,эf tlrc: },Iairr Astronornical Observatory (PLrlko-
r.o. St.Pctcrsbrrrg) hе реrпrапепtlу displayed а kееп
intercst irr tlre a{lbirs of SAO. I.N,I.Kopylov was ап
lroncst II1ап. а nran of principle. Wherrerrer he ц,оuld
ttndertake sоlпе rеsеаrсh, in<lustrial or social rчоrk he
llcluld prrt all his efforts, ener.g},) soul and enthusiasrrr
ilrlr, il.

Ftlrrcl пtеmогiс:s оf Ir.arr \Iiklreevich Kopylov п,ill
lil,c long in оuг lrearts.

Stuff пrcrnbers of the Special Astrophl,sical О}l-
sегчаtоr,т
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